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en 


yr painful feelings, with thoſe of ſin- 
cere ſympathy for the family of my 
deceaſed friend, with a lively ſenſe of my own 
loſs, I riſe up to requeſt your candid and ſe- 
rious attention to the conſiderations that may 
be offered from the words of the 25 in 
the epiſtle to the 


PHILIPPIANS i. 21. 
To die is gain. 

THE words of the text refer to the pecu- 
liar circumſtances of the apoſtle,/ at the time. 
of his writing this epiſtle. Theſe circum- 
ſtances were both Alarming and diſtreſſing. 
He was a priſoner, in bonds, at Rome, for the 


' teſtimony of Chriſt, and the hope of the goſ- 
*pel : and it was doubtful, whether he would 


obtain his enlargement, or be put to death for 
his zealous and ſtedfaſt adherence to the faith 
of Chriſt, But, whatever might be the iſſue 
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3 
of his ſituation, he was calm and reſigned ; 
neither moved by the ſufferings he endured, 
nor intimidated by the evils which threatened 


him. His mind, in either caſe, derived con- 


fidence and joy from reflecting, that whatever 
might befal him, Chriſt would be magni- 
« fied,” and his religion advanced. The 
ce things which had happened to him, had 


= 4 , 


« fallen out to the furtherance of the goſpel :" 


and he entertained the earneſt expectation and 
hope, that Chriſt would be glorified, either by 
his life and liberty, © or by his death.” ( For 


te to me, faith he, © to live is Chriſt :” the 


advancement of his cauſe is the end of all my 
labours and wiſhes, I ſeek no higher intereſt 
or favour than his. And to die i is gain: 
in bearing a teſtimony with my lateſt breath 
| to his truth, and having an aſſured hope that I 
ſhall be a partaker of his l kingdom 
and glory. © To die is gain.“ 


The ſentiment here is great: and the ex- 


pectation of the apoſtle ſublime. It riſeth 
above the common opinions of mankind; and 
ſeems a contradiction to the obvious appear- 
ances and known effects of death. What ? 
Gain even Ly dying, and in conſequence of 
* that ? 


(7) 


«* that? Is the thing indeed poſſible? Is. 
«« gain to ariſe from death: the enemy of na- 


« ture and the diſſolution of the man“? — 
Death, which turns the faireſt pieces of human. 


nature into rottenneſs and duſt : which puts a 
final period to our activity and uſefulneſs, to 
our joys and purſuits : which rends us from 


our friends and connections, and conſigns us 


to ſilence and forgetfulneſs? Can this be 
gain ? Can what is the wreck of our nature, 
an univeral ruin, deſerve this name? Our 
feelings revolt at the thought. Senſe cannot 


admit it. But faith, inſtructed by the words. 
of eternal life, which Chriſt Jeſus preached,” | 


and animated by the hope to which his reſur- 
rection hath raiſed us, approves the ſentiment, 
and with joy adopts the language, Faith 
teacheth and encourageth every ſincere Chriſ- 
tian to ſay with the apoſtle, as to me to live 
« is Chriſt, ſo to die is gain.” The event 
which to nature preſents itſelf under a variety 
of awful forms; and from which the heart 
ſhrinks as one of the principal evils of human 
life, the goſpel inſtructs us to look on with, 


Dr. Hodges' Funeral Sermon for Mr, Maſon, p. 20. 
A 4 tran- 


(© & ) 
tranquility, nay with deſire, as beneficial and 


advantageous. This is a great excellence of 


the goſpel; recommending it to our high 
_ eſteem and grateful reception. 

The religion of Jeſus hath, in this reſpect, 
vaſtly the ſuperiority above the light of nature 
or the law of Moſes. It teacheth his diſciples 
a language which neither the good men under 
the Old Teſtament any more than the gentile 


world, appear to have learnt. To the illuſ- 


tration and improvement of this thought, I 
would give the preſent moments : and endea- 
vour to ſhow in what a different manner death 


is ſpoken of by thoſe who have lived before 


the goſpel, from what it is by thoſe who had 
been with Jeſus and learnt of him. 

T. If we aſk thoſe who were not favoured 
with the light of any divine revelation, what 
were their thoughts of death? Their views 
of it were truly gloomy, and their minds were 


oppreſſed with terror in the proſpect of it. 


The moſt favourable light under which many 
even of the greateſt men of antiquity conſidered 
it, was as the period, at once of exiſtence and 
| of al evils ; as the utter extinction of all human 


concerns, | 


fear 
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Qs. 
concerns, beyond which there was no room far 
fear or hope, grief or joy“. 

A This 
* This appears from the following authorities, among others. 
- Soles occidere, & redire poſſant ; 
Nobis, quom ſemel occidit brevis lux, 
Nox eſt perpetua una dormienda, | | 
| Catulli. v. 4, &c. 
Dii tibi non mortem, que cunctis paratur, 
Sed ſenſum poſt fata tuæ dent, Craſtine, morti. 


| | Lucan, lib. vii. v. 470, 471. 
— Mors ultima pæna eſt. 


In ludtu atque miſeriis mortem ærumnarum requiem, non 
cruciatum eſſe; eam cuncta mortalium mala diſſolvere; ultra 


neque curæ, neque gaudio locum eſſe. Cæſar in Salluſt. cap. 


xxxv. 

Nam nunc quidem quid tandem illi mali mors attulit? Nifi 
forto i ineptiis ac fabulis ducimur, ut exiſtimemus illum apud 
inferos i impiorum ſopplicia perferre, ac plores illic offendiſie 
inimicos, quam hic reliquiſſe : a Tdcrus, ab Uxorum, a fratris, 
a liberum pænis actum eſſe præcipitem iti ſceleratorum ſedem, 
atque regionem. Quz ſi falſa ſunt, id quod omnes intelligunt, 
quid ei tandem aliud mors eripuit, præter ſenſum doloris.— 
Cicero pro Cluent. cap. Ixi. 

Mors eſt, non eſſe. Id quale ſit, jam ſeio: hoc erit poſt me, 
quod ante me fuit. Si quid in hac te tormenti ell, neceſſe ef, 
et ſuiſſe antequam prodiremus in lucem. Atqui nullam ſenſi- 


mus tunc vexationem. Rogo non ſtultiſſimum dicas, fi quis 


exiſtimar lucernz pejus eſſe cum extincta eſt, quam antequam 
accenderetur? Nosquoque & accendimar & ex;jaguimur.— 
Senecæ Epiſtol. liv. 
N | Omnibus 


Ibid. lib. viii. v. 397. 


( 10 ) 


This view of it, though it repreſented death 
to them as a refuge from pain and miſery, and 
left them nothing to apprehend beyond it, 

yet greatly depreſſed their ſpirits and enſlaved 
their minds. On this account one of the moſt 
celebrated philoſophers of Greece pronounced 


«c death the moſt terrible of terrible things.“ 
«« Death,” faith he, * is the moſt terrible 


« thing, becauſe it is an utter end; and no- 
** thing, either good or bad, ſeems to be al- 
« Jotted for a dead man.” Another, the glory 
of Rome, faith, ** All the tranquility and com- 


« fort of human life is deſtroyed in a manner 


« by the fear of death.” It was a lamentation 
that the troubles of life were, in a great mea- 
ſure, nouriſhed by the fear of death. This is 


repreſented, as the terror that annoyed both 
young and old; and, in their theatrical pieces, 


it was characteriſed as “a dreadful evil*.” 


. Omnibus a ſuprema die eadem quæ ante primum : nec magis 
a morte ſenſus ullus aut corpori aut anime quam ante natalem. 
Plinii Nat. Hiſt. lib. vii. cap. lv. 

Theſe and other paſſages to the ſame purpoſe are referred 
to by Dr. Law. Theory of Religion, p. 349, 350, and 111. 
N - 2 


- + See Brekel's Sermons; p. 222, 223. 
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E 

* To the heathens indeed,” as a great writer 
hath expreſſed it, (death had a terrible ſound 
* and could not but be attended with a train 
* of the moſt melancholy ſentiments, when- 
t ever they were forced (as they frequently 
« were) to entertain that thought, It would 
* unavoidably be mixing with their entertain- 
* ments of all kinds, and when it did ſa would 
“as unayoidably allay and ſpoil their reliſh ; 
e which we find ſome of them conſeſſing and 
« complaining of #. This was the ſword con- 
* tinually hanging over their heads by a ſingle 
* hair; the ſpectre always haunting their 
te abode ; which, whatever ſome profeſſed li- 
* bertines might pretend, would caſt a ſudden 
*« damp on every joy; it would leave no pre- 
« ſent gratification free from pain and uneaſi- 
te neſs; and as to any future proſpects, through 
* what a gloom muſt each conſiderate perſon 
*« view theſe, which were all to be cut off ſo 
« yery ſoon, and either cloſe in abſolute ex- 
te tinction, or, if he ſhould be called to life 
« again, that life commence a ſtate of puniſh- 
e ment and ſuffering ; to which he muſt be 


* Cicer, Tuſc. Q. i. 11, 13. de Fin, i. 38. Mors, quæ quaſi 
ſaxum Tantalo, ſemper impendet. 


con- 


3 

* conſcious he was but too liable! In this 
5 caſe, how could man, even a comparatively 
% wiſe and good man, contemplate himſelf any 
* otherwiſe, than as walking all his lifetime in 
% vain ſhadow, and at laſt lying down in 
& ſorrow and deſpair“.“ 

How remote was this ſtate of their minds 
from thoſe pleafing, conciliating views, which 
repreſent death as gain? Even Socrates, the 
light of the heathen world, it is well known, 
after having endeavoured to reaſon his diſciples | 
into the belief of the immortality of the ſoul 
was at laſt loſt in uncertainty. So far was he 
| from having any clear, decided expectation of 
deriving poſitive, ſuperior advantages from 
death, one of the laſt things he ſaid to his 
friends, who attended on him, was, I am 
going to die, and you will continue in life, 
* but which of us ſhall be in a better ſtate is 
« known to none but God” | 
IT. From the heathen world let us turn to 


the Jews, and open the ſcriptures of the Old | "B 
Teſtament, which record the ſentiments and IN 
views of thoſe who, through different ages, * 
were favoured with more immediate Commu 1 

® Law's Theory of Religion, p. 350. 4th ed. | ce 


nications 


110 


nications from God. The repreſentations there 
given of death are very different from the 


chearful and ſublime view, under which our 
text exhibits it. The firſt introduction of 


death into the world was as a great evil, in- 
flicted, in a way of puniſhment, by an offended 


and righteous judge. Inſtead of being con- 
nected with the proſpect of any benefit, that 
ſhoald ariſe from it; it is deſcribed as the loſs 
of exiſtence and of all the bleſſings connected 
with it: as a return to the duſt, from whence 
man was taken, and a reſumption of the life 
which the Creator had beſtowed. This was 
the firſt idea, which men would have of it, 
from the language of the ſentence in which it 
was denounced, and from their conſtant ex- 
perience of its effects; in bringing on not a total 
inactivity only, but the difobution of the curi- 
ous human frame. 

The promiſe made to Adam, traditional in- 


formation, and afterwards the tranſlation of 


Enoch, without dying, might raiſe in their 
minds ſome hope of a future ſtate, and of a 


reward for the righteous. But this hope re- 


ceived no confirmation from the ſanctions, by 
which the law of Moſes was enforced, That 
| law, 


Ro 
— — — — 
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law, in many inſtances, annexed death, as 4 
puniſhment, to the breach of its precepts: 
but never repreſented it as the gate to life; or 
as the conductor to the recompence and hap- 
pineſs of heaven. The general ſtrain of thoſe 
repreſentations of the nature and conſequences 
of death, which the writers of the Old Teſta- 
ment furniſh, ate, accordingly, of the gloomy 
kind. Their hope, whatever it was, doth not 
appear to have been ſufficient to have caſt 
chearing rays of light into the grave : and their 
minds ſeem to have dwelt only on the melan- 
choly conſequences of it. : 
The Rate, to which death reduces us, is 
very generally deſcribed as a ſtats not only of 
« filence and oblivion,” but of “ deſtruction 
* and corruption.” Job, under the weight 
of his afflictions, and lamenting his having 
exiſted, cries out : * Why died I not from the 
« womb? For now I ſhould have lien fill ; 
* av an hidden untimely birth I had not been; 
% as infants which never faw light®.” Speak- 
ing of the grave, he repreſents it as “a land 
* of darkneſs, and- of the ſhadow of death, 
without any order, and where the light is as 
Ch. ii. 11, 13, 16, 
« dark« 


SS 6. 25 fee. en. AS, Sad Th EN. i 


( 15 ). 
« darkneſs* :” and of the human race in ge- 
*« neral, he ſpeaketh, as © having their foun- 
« dation in the duſt, and cruſhed before the 
© moth : as deſtroyed from morning to even- 
« ing, and periſhing for ever.” The moſt 
comfortable view of death, that his language 
gives us, goes no farther than to exhibit it as 
the termination of evil: There the wicked 
r ceaſe from troubling ; there the weary are 
* reſt : there the priſoners reſt together, they 
« hear not the voice of the oppreſſor g. As 
to any further or more diſtant effects of death, 


he aſks, without replying : © Man dieth ; and 


« where is he? If a man die, ſhall he live 
* again)?“ The language of David is of the 
fame kind. The dead praiſe not the Lord: 
% neither any that go down into filence|}.” 
4% Man, being in honour, abideth not: like 
« ſheep they are laid in the grave: death ſhall 
feed on them: their beauty ſhall conſume 
* in the grave from their dwelling**,” «© Man 
« that is in honour and underſtandeth not, is 
« like the beaſts that periſhf+.” Another 
writer of the Palms expreſſeth the ſame ſen- 


* Ch. x. 21, 22, + Ch. iv. 19, 20. f Ch. iii. 17, 18. 
ICh. xiv. 10, 14. Pf. cxv. 17. Pf. xlix. 12.14. f V. 20. 


timents 
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timents concerning death, in a ſeries of inters 
rogatories. Wilt thou ſhew wonders to the 
„ dead? Shall the dead ariſe and praiſe thee ? 
Shall thy loving-kindneſs be declared in the 
« grave? Or thy faithfulneſs in deſtruction? 
Shall thy wonders be known in the dark? 
© And thy righteouſneſs in the land of forget- 
« fulneſs* ?” Similar to theſe are the views 
of death given us in the book of Eccleſiaſtes : 
where it is repreſented as conſigning man to 
his“ long home: and as the period when 
e the duſt ſhall return to the earth, as it was, 


* and the ſpirit, or life, or breath, to God 
« who gave it.” Such views appear to have 
been diſtreſſing to Hezekiah, when his death 


was predicted: I faid, in the cutting off of 


Pf. lxxxviii. 10-12. 2 

+ Ecclef. xii. 5, 7. When it is ſaid, « The duſt ſhall return 
to the earth as it was,” this plainly alludes to the formation 
of the body; and when it is ſaid, And the ſpirit ſhall return 
« to God that gave it,” the pteacher as plainly alludes to God's 
forming man a living ſoul, by breathing into him the breath 
of life. What is it then that God gave man? Why this 
breath, MN) the ſame word which is tranſlated here /pirit, Av 
at death the earth receives her duſt again, ſo is God repreſented 
as taking again that breath of life, which he breathed into 
man. This is the obvious ſenſe of the words. Dawſon's Ser- 
mons at Lady Moyer's Lectures, p. 261, 


my 


— 
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tt my days, I ſhall go to the gates of the grave: 
« am deprived of the reſidue of my years. 
« aid, I ſhall not ſee the Lord, even the 
« Lord in the land of the living: I ſhall Be- 
* hold man no more with the inhabitants of 
the world. The grave cannot praiſe thee, 
« death cannot celebrate thee : they that go 
down into the pit cannot hope for thy 
« truth*,” In theſe mournful ſtrains do even 
the pious worthies of the Old Teſtament ex- 
hibit the effects and influence of death. There 
are, indeed, ſome paſſages, which ſeem to 
convey the hope of better things ; the hope 
of * awakening in God's righteouſneſs, and 
4 being ſatisfiedl with his likeneſs.” But theſe 
paſſages are few ; and ſome of them very am- 
biguousF. And whatever hope they had, who 
lived under the Moſaic dif penſation, when death 
is ſpoken of, it doth not appear, as we have 

* Iſaiah xxxviii. 10, 11, 18. 

* Even that celebrated text in Job x XIX:! 25, 26. is not free 
from ambiguity ; and expoſitors of note have underſtood it, 
not as expreſſive of the hope of a reſurrection from the dead; 
but of Job's expectation of a temporal deliverance, and a happy 
reverſal of his preſent calamitous and diſeaſed condition: or, 


that God would, in ſome future time, vindicate his honour and 
character, from the aſperſions under which he then ſuffered. = 


See Bp. Patrick & Poli Synopſin. | 
B ſeen 
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ſeen, to correct or ſoften their language: 
gloomy ideas prevail above their better hopes: 
and death ſtands before them as the king“ of 
terrors. 


III. How is the view changed under the 
goſpel! To the ſincere Chriſtian, * to die is 


gain.“ When he entereth into the valley 


of the ſhadow of death, he ſeeth a brightneſs 


ſhed over it. Such paſſages as I have quoted 


from the Old Teſtament, and which abound 
there, are ſcarcely to be met with in the New. 
The dead, it is true, are ſpoken of as falling 
aſleep. But beſides the- ſoft and gentle idea 
which this term conveys, it is generally,-as 
often as it occurs in the New Teſtament, fo 
connected as to lead the thoughts to the reſur- 
=D Death hath altered its nature. It is 
ſo much the ſleep of death, as it is ſleeping 
in Jeſus* ; having our life, though at preſent 
ſuſpended, involved in that of our living, 
ln the goſpel of Chriſt, the name death is altered into ſeep. 
Chriſt, who has fubdued it, ſeems. to have given it this new 
name, that it might not have a frightful ſound in the ears of 
his beloved. Though it was ſometimes called ee in the Old 
Teſtament, yet that chiefly regarded the filence, and darkneſs, 
and inaQivity of the ſtate; whereas in the New Teſtament, it 
is called ſep, to denote that there is an awaking time. Watts's 
Death and Heaven, p. 44. 
a exalted 
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exalted Head, © who is our life * becauſe it 


is depoſited with him, till he“ ſhall appear to 


„ the complete ſalvation of thoſe who look 
* for him.” 

If in one clauſe an apoſtolical writer pictures 
human frailty ; in the next he deſcribes the 


Chriſtian's ſecurity, © who is born again, not 


« of corruptible ſeed, but of incorruptible, by 
*« the word of God, which liveth and abideth 
* for ever. For all fleſh is as graſs, and all 
* the glory of man as the flower of the graſs : 
« the graſs withereth, and the flower thereof 
« falleth away: but the word of the Lord en- 
„ dureth for ever: and this is the word which 
* by the goſpel is preached unto you“. 80 
little ground doth the goſpel leave us to regard 
death with a diſquieting horror: on this ac- 
count our Lord uſeth this ſtrong language : 
“ Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, if a man keep 
ce my ſaying, he ſhall never ſee death. This, | 
which to the greateſt part of mankind hath 
been the moſt terrible of all terrible things, is 
now ſubdued, aboliſhed, ſwallowed up of life. 
Though it may cut us off from the enjoy- 
ments and purſuits of this life, it * cannot 
* 1 Pet, i. 2325. + John viii. gr. 
B 2 « ſeparate 


( 20 ) 

* ſeparate us from the love of God, which is 
in Chriſt Jeſus#.” Nay, they who believe 
in Chriſt are faid to © have paſſed from death 
% unto life.” Though they die, they till 
live to God, as being in covenant with him : 
and they anticipate the happy period, when 
death ſhall be no more, and their victory over 
it ſhall be celebrated in everlaſting ſongs. 
Far from the ſincere and humble Chriſtian is 
the gloomy and painful apprehenſion, that 
death will leave him under the bondage of 
corruption, and in the blackneſs of darkneſs 
for ever. He knows, he conſiders, on the 
principles of faith, that it leadeth to the glo- 
rious liberty of the children of God, “ to an 
« inheritance incorruptible, and that fadeth 
not away, reſerved in heaven for us.” 
The ground of theſe different. views, under 


which the Chriſtian can conſider death, from 


What thoſe who were under the law, or with- 
out the law, could have of it, is this; that the 
goſpel hath given us the hope of a reſurrection ; 
of a recovery to life by the power of Chriſt, 
« who was dead but is alive again, and death 
* hath no more dominion over him :” and 
Rom. viii. 38, 39. + John v. 24. Rom, vi. 9. 

| | „ becauſe 


( 21 ) 


.« becauſe he liveth, we ſhall live alſo.” 


« 'The reſurrection of Chriſt from a ſtate of 
actual, unqueſtiogable death, is a ſure pledge 
* of ours. That was a real miracle, requiring 
« a power equal to that of creation, and our 
* reſtoration to life cannot require more. 
He preached the doctrine of a life to come. 
He. held forth the hope of a reſurrection to 
encourage men to receive him as the ſent of 
God. He promiſed: to give eternal life, to 
thoſe who ſhould believe in him. This was 
the ſtrain of his preaching : this the tenor of 
his gracious offers. In his reſurrection we ſee 
a divine ſeal ſtamped on his words : we behold 
a ratification of his promiſes, and we enjoy a 


| ſpecimen and pledge of the bleſſings he en- 


gaged himſelf to beſtow. The evidence in 
this caſe is direct, clear, and ſuitable : adapted 
to the ſubject, to which it applies; for it 
exemplifies the hope, to which we are be- 
gotten. In degree and force of argument it 
is ſufficient to juſtify our great expectation; 
for the fame power, which raiſed up the 
« Lord Jeſus is able to raiſe up us alfo by 


* John xiv. 19. | 
+ Dr. Prieſtley's Funeral Sermon for Mr, Robinſon, p. 13. 


—_— « Jeſus.” 


_—_ i - 
e Jeſus*.” * Had mankind in a body been 
| t aſked, what evidence they required for a 
| ze doctrine ſo important and intereſting, they 
| * could not have demanded more than was 
| 07 actually given them; viz. that the great 
| « preacher of the doctrine ſhould, in his 
| on perſon, afford them an example of its 
5 truth, by dying and riſing again within a 
| limited time .“ 
| Having this hope, and this evidence fre it, 
we a great change is, of courſe, produced in our 
| ideas of death, and in our language, when we 
ſpeak of it. Death, now, is“ gain” to the 
believer. With the expectation of it, joyful 


ideas aſſociate themſelves. The Chriſtian con- 


nects with the laſt moment of life the appear- 
ance of his Maſter, in majeſty and glory, to 
„be admired in his faints, and to be glorified 


ſcendeth into the grave, not as one who is 
going into the land of everlaſting darkneſs and 
deſtruction, but as one who will ariſe out of 
it, glorious, incorruptible, and immortal. — 


* 2 Cor, iv. 14. 
+ Dr. Prieſtley's Diſcourſes on the Evidences of Revealed 
Religion, p. 375, 376. 1794- 
| | 5 To 


e in all them that believe.” And he de- 
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To him death-bath-no fling, and the grave 


* no victory. To him it is a moment of tri- 


* umph and exultation. To him it muſt ap- 


« pear to be very improperly called death; 


« ſince it is the gate or paſſage to a new and 


« better life. To him it is, therefore, more 
«« properly a b:zrth, It is a death not to him, 


but to his pains, infirmities, and imperfec- 


* tions, bodily and mental“. 


If things are ſo, let us ſeriouſly apply this 


ſubject to the direction of our conduct and the 
conſolation of our minds. If the conſidera- 
tions, which have been now laid before you, 


are true and juſt, (and who, with the goſpel 


in his hands, the goſpel, © the hope of glory,” 
among us, will deny their truth and propriety) 
ſhould they not, Chriſtians, 


1. Moderate, if not remove, the gloom and 


terror with which we are, notwithſtanding our 
evangelical faith and views, apt to think of 


death ? Chriſt died and roſe again, that he 


might deliver from the thraldom of diſtreſſing 


forebodings thoſe, © who, through fear of death, | 


t are all their lifetime ſubject to bondage.“ 
A remedy, a conſolatory, powerful remedy is 
* Prieftley's Sermon for Robinſon, p. 16. | 


B 4 provided 


E— 


| 
| 


I I on ire > ee I I PEEnY "I 


( 24 ) 


provided againſt this evil, If we be till op⸗ 


preſſed by it, is it not a ſign, that there is in 
us, either a want of faith, or a want of atten- 


tion? If we do not actually diſcredit the 


words of eternal life, we do not familiarize 


them to our minds, or bring them up to our 


thoughts, ſo frequently and ſo ſeriouſly, as 
their importance and evidence demand. The 


apprehenſions of death, by the progrefs of 


time, by the forerunners we feel of it in our 
own frames, and by the daily inſtances of it, 
force themſelves upon our minds ; they lead 


us to the grave; and there our imaginations 
dell and fix without ſoaring above it, or 


looking beyond it. Is this acting upon 


chriſtian principles? Is this availing our- 


ſelves of the dignity and conſolation of _ 
principles? 

In the ſacred books of the Net Teſtament, 
which addrefs us on our moſt ſerious concerns, 
and ſpeak to us, as immortal, death is, indeed, 

frequently mentioned, but ſeldom or ever by 
itſelf ; ſeldom or ever without its connection 
with the reſurrection, and the glory that is to 
follow. When the apoſtle declares that * in 


Adam all die,” he adds, © in Chriſt ſhall all 


« be 


j 
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ebe made alive“ When he ſpeaketh of the 
* diffolution of the earthly houſe of our taber- 
* nacle,” he ſubjoins, © we have a building of 
“God, an houſe not made with hands, eternal 
* in the heavensF.” If it be announced, that 
* it is appointed unto all men once to die,” the 
mind is immediately led on to the judgment, 
which is to follow, when * Chriſt ſhall appear 
* to the complete ſalvation of thoſe who look 
te for him}.” Such conſolatory, brighter views 
are, in the thoughts and in the writings of 
apoſtolical men, connected with the ſubject of 
mortality. Our Lord Chriſt himſelf, ſcarcely, 
if ever, mentioned death : but often declares 
and proclaims the reſurrection and the promiſe 
of eternal life to thoſe who believe in him. 
Why, why then, ſhould our thoughts ever 
hang upon the grave, or the darkneſs and cor- 
ruption of it? Why not admit, Chriſtians, 
why not delight to entertain, the thoughts of 
your future life; of changing the vile body of 
humiliation and having it faſhioned like unto 
Chriſt's glorious body ; of this corruption 
putting on incorruption, and this mortal im- 
mortality. This is a duty, which we owe to 


* 1 Cor. xv, 22, +2 Cor. v. i. Þþ Heb. ix. 27, 28. 
our 


r 
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our own peace and comfort; a duty that we 


owe to the everlaſting goſpel; which hath 
left * little to terrify and bath fo fully ſupplied 


« very much to comfort and ſupport us, when - 
te ye come into the ſhadow of the vale of 


% death: enough to brighten up its horrors, 
* and convert them into a crown of glory ; to 


* make us even rejoice, that we are got ſo 


* near it; from whence we may ſafely view 
*- thoſe bliſsful ſeats of paradiſe, that are pre- 


« pared to receive us, and to which it conducts 
cc us*” 


2. The fame principles, which ſhould in- 


ſpire us with fortitude, in the view of our 


own death, ſhould chear and comfort us under 


that of our pious friends and relatives. Ac- 
cording to the repreſentations, which this ſub- 
ject lays before us, death, with reſpect to them 
as. well as ourſelves, is become mild and un- 
terrifying. They have found their gain in it. 
For they ſleepin Jeſus, reſt from their labours, 
and their works follow them.” They are 
releaſed from every burden. and trial of this 
ſtate : they are ſecured from every temptation 
and ſnare: their warfare is accompliſhed, and 

| * Law's Theory, p. 351+ 
future. 
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future dangers cannot annoy them. Their 
i life is hid with Chriſt in God, We ſorrow 
* not as thoſe who are without hope, for we 
* know, that as Jeſus died and roſe again, even 
* ſo thoſe who ſleep, in Jeſus God will bring 


« with him.” On the glorious morning of 


the reſurrection, their gain will be complete 
and perfect. They ſhall awake glorious and 
immortal forms, be conducted into *©* the 
« everlaſting kingdom of their Lord and Savi- 
« Our, and receive from him a crown of life, 
te that fadeth not away.” Heathens might 


ſorrow as thoſe who are without hope. The 


deepeſt mourning, the moſt bitter lamentations 
were ſuitable to thoſe who looked upon death as 
the moſt dreadful of all evils, from which there 
was no redemption. But the goſpel, Chriſ- 
tians, doth not thus leave you a prey to ſorrow 
and deſpair. The goſpel, as you have ſeen, 
giveth you different views of death. Do ye 
not believe in thoſe views of death which it 
exhibits ?” Yes. Ye do believe in them. Per- 
mit them, therefore, to have their full, conſo- 


latory power over you. The king of terrors 


hath torn from you the endeared relative and 


beloved friend. Why not rather ſay and think, 
Ws | | that 
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that the herald of liberty to the captive, the 
deliverer of the upright from the evils and 


dangers of this ſtate, the conductor to glory 
and life, hath led him to his reſt ; to the cham- 
bers of ſleep ; hath led him to take his ſweet 


repoſe, till the voice of the Son of God ſhall. 


awake him to a day of everlaſting life and 
glory. On the morning of the reſurrection, 
he ſhall awake, improved, refined, and perfect. 
You ſhall awake with him; and, with all your 
pious friends, as well as with him you now 
mourn, you ſhall be joined to the ſpirits of 
- * juſt men made perfect, to the general aſſem- 
I bly of the church of the firſt-born,” a 
Too the death of the Rev. Mr. Jillard do 
theſe conſolations, with great propriety, apply. 
The public ſtation, which, for ſo many years, 
he filled, and the ſentiments of reſpect and 
affection entertained for him, appear to forbid 
my paſſing over his character in filence. 
Our worthy friend was defcended, on the 
maternal fide, from Mr. William Bartlett and 
Mr. Oliver Peard*, two of the diſtinguiſhed 


a ſufferers 

* Mr. William Bartlett was ejected from Bideford, Devon. 
He was a man of conſiderable note in that part of the country: 
eminent for humility, ſtrictneſs of life, gravity, authority, and 
experience : 


6 29 ) 


ſufferers for the cauſe of conſcience and chriſ- 
tian liberty, who were ejected from their 
livings, by the cruel act of uniformity, on 
Bartholomew day, 1662. He was the fon or 
the Rev. Peter [illard*, at the time of his 

3 birth, 


. experience : a very ſolid and uſeful preacher, and one whoſe 
labours were attended with very fignal ſucceſs. Mr. Oliver 
Peard, who married Mr. Bartlett's daughter, began his miniſ- 
try at Aſhford, near Barnſtaple, and then at Barnſtaple : where 
after liberty was granted, he was miniſter of a numerous con- 
gregation. He was born in 1636, and finiſhed his courſe in 
October, 1696. He was of a mild diſpoſition, and very ſerious, 
hearty and affectionate in his labours of love to the ſouls and 
bodies of others: and though he had a family, very generous 
to thoſe who were in diſtreſs. Calamy's Continuation, vol. ii. 
p. 265. and Palmer's Nonconformiſt's Memorial, vol. i. p. 339. 

340, and p. 436—438. f 
Mr. Peter Jillard, was alſo miniſter for ſome years at Bow, 
near Crediton, and. of the congreg#tional church in Caſtle- 
lane, Exeter. He was ordained at Crediton, October 2 iſt, 
1724. His confeſſion of faith, delivered at that time, is a 
ſpecimen of ability and prudence; he received his academical 
learning under Mr. James, and Mr, Grove, at Taunton. In 
the life of Dr. Watts, by Dr. Gibbons, p. 450—455, to which 
reference is made above, there is a pleaſing account of Mr. 
Jillard's active and benevolent efforts to eſtabliſh a charity- 
ſchool, for the inſtruction of children in Taviſtock, a town 
which abounded with poor. The parents of the children for 
whoſe inſtruction he provided, belonged moſtly to the eſtab- 
liſhment ; who were only deſired to carry their children to 
public worſhip, chuſing what mode they pleaſed, When Mr, 
Jillard, 


63000 
birth, paſtor of a congregation of Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, at Taviſtock, in the county of De- 
von; a gentleman, mentioned in the life of 
Dr. Watts, as a perſon of uncommon worth 
* and piety.” He was born in the year 1731. 
On his father's acceptance of an invitation 
from the congregation in Caſtle-green, Briſtol, 
he was removed, with the reſt of the family, 
in a very early period of his life, to that city, 
where he received his grammar learning under 
Mr. Fiſher. He commenced his academical 
ſtudies, under the learned Mr. Moore, at 
Bridgwater : on whoſe death he went to ſtudy 
under the eminent profeſſor of divinity, Dr. 
Latham, at Findern, Derbyſhire : and he 
finiſhed his academical courſe, at Glaſgow, 
under the excellent and celebrated Dr. Leech- 
man. On his appearing in the public cha- 
racter of a preacher, he was invited to ſucceed 
Dr. Sharman, in the paſtoral care of the con- 


Jillard directed his attention to this work of charity, his own 
fortune had been greatly impaired by having lent almoſt the 
whole of it, from a benevolent diſpoſition, to aſſiſt ſome relations. 
He printed L apprehend, beſides the confeſſion of faith, only 
one ſmall devotional tract to aſſiſt the exerciſe of piety in fick- 
neſs, which his ſon meant to have reprinted. He died at 
Briſtol, 

gregation 
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gregation at Shepton-Mallet, in this county. 
He preached with great acceptance and even 


eclat, and was reckoned to excel, particularly, 
in prayer; and here he lived ſeventeen or - 


eighteen years, highly regarded and beloved. 
On the Rev. Farnham Haſkoll* withdrawing 
from public ſervice, in the year 1770, he ſet- 


This congregation was firſt formed under Mr. Nathaniel 
Charlton, who was ejedted from the pariſh church, in this 
village, and is mentioned by Dr, Calamy. They met, for ſome 
years, in a private houſe : the preſent plain and regularly built 
meeting-houſe was erected in the year 1718. Aſter Mr. 
Charlton, the congregation was ſupplied by Mr. Hartford and 
Mr. Warren, of Taunton, who alſo had been ejected from 
their livings, and by the pupils of the latter, who kept an 
academy, in that town, with much credit, for many years. 
In the beginning of the reign of Queen Anne, Mr. Darch and 
Mr. Baldwin Deacon became miniſters of this church, and 
preached alternately to it. The latter ſoon removed to Stogum- 
ber, and was ſucceeded by the great and excellent Mr, Grove. 
Mr. Darch died January 31ſt, 1737, aged fixty-five, For 
his character, ſee his Funeral Sermon, by Mr. Grove, vol. vii. 
of his works. Several years before his death, Mr. Darch, 
being rendered incapable of his public work, by the ſtate of 
his health, reſigned to Mr. Farnham Haſkoll, a gentleman of 
independent fortune, born near Shafteſbury, who had purſued 
academical ſtudies, partly under Mr. Grove, and partly under 
the learned Mr. Jones, of Tewkeſbury, He continued his 
paſtoral connection with the church till 1770 ; and finiſhed a 
worthy coutſe, at the advanced age of cighty-one, October $th, 


1779. 
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tled in this place; where he has ſpent twenty⸗ 
nine years in a manner that has ſecured reſpect 
and conciliated affection. While he reſided 
at Shepton-Mallet, he nobly declined more 
than one overture of preferment in the church 
of England“, would he have conformed to the 
_ eſtabliſhment. This adherence to principle 
muſt do him honour in the judgment even of 
thoſe who cannot enter into his views on the 
grounds of diſſent : for it was the ſacrifice of 
intereſt to principle; a laudable inſtance of 
religious integrity. It is the more to be 
eſteemed, as from his known taſte and habi- 
tual manners he could not be ſuppoſed in- 
different to thoſe elegant accommodations and 
ſplendors of life which the emoluments of an 
eſtabliſhment enable the poſſeſſor of them to 
procure, or improve. It is much to be re- 
gretted, that while Mr. Jillard foreſaw that 
his ſituation, as a miniſter among Proteſtant 


Diſſenters, could never furniſh any worldly. 


* He was particularly urged to take orders in the church of 
England, when he was about twenty-two years of age, and 
before he was poſſeſſed of any private fortune, by Mr. Peard, 
the receiver general for the county of Devon, a gentleman of 
great influence. After this alſo, Sir Thomas Acland invited 
him to conform by the aſſurance of his friendſhip. 
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advantages to counterbalance the want of thoſe 
he declined : ſo neither did his miniſterial la- 
bours meet with a compenſation for them in 
the numbers and increaſe of that religious 
ſociety - with whom he ſpent the greateſt 
part of his public life. The viciſſitudes of 
time and death thinned his congregation. I 


with I could add, that he had always met with - 


a firm and ſteady ſupport and attendance, 
where theſe cauſes did not operate. A ſenſi- 
ble, practical, liberal ſtrain of preaching, and 
ſuch was his, I am perſuaded, is not always po- 
pular. There were, however, thoſe who were 
attached to him. Among his peculiar qua- 
lities, candor towards the conduct and charac- 
ter of men, was an amiable trait in his own. 
On all ſubjects of religious differences, he diſ- 
played an excellent ſpirit of catholiciſm and 
liberality. He could diſcuſs theſe points in 
converſation with great good temper ; and 
though FEapprehend he faw reaſon to adhere 
to thoſe ſentiments he had in former life 
adopted, on queſtions that have been lately 
much debated, his attachment to them was 
free from every thing that indicated an un- 
friendly, or an unhandſome thought, on ac- 

| C count 
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count of opinion towards thoſe who differed 
from him. He was the content advocate 
for free enquiry and candid diſcuſſion. A li- 
berality of mind diffuſed itſelf . through the 

whole of his conduct. In his deportment 
there was none of the affectation and grimace 
of religion. His manners were open, chear- 
ful, and polite : and the behaviour of the gen- 
tleman was united with the character of the 
miniſter. The ſuavity and friendlineſs of his 
manners, I have been told by one his contem- 
poraries, endeared him in youthful years to his 


fellow-ſtudents. . To the lateſt period his ad- 


dreſs was affable and courteous to all: and 
cordial and friendly to thoſe with whom he 
was acquainted, But if, as it has been ob- 
ſerved, a man's real character is to be eſtimated 
by his conduct in the circles'of relative and 
domeſtic life“, our deceaſed friend excelled 


It was a ſaying of the excellent Mr. Philip Henry,“ That 
we are really which we are relatively.” It is not ſo much 
what we are at church, as what we are in our families. A 
modern writer obſerves, © Le charaftere d'un homme toujours 
«© en repteſentation n'eſt jamais bien connu ; il ne peut l'etre 
te que par l' examen de ſes rapports ſociaux ou M, ſes actions 
ve domeſtiques.” Vie de Voltaire, par J. T. D. V. in the Ap- 
pendix to the 29th volume of the Monthly Review enlarged, 
p. 525. 15 | 
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here. In the hearts of his kindred are his 
affectionate relative virtues recorded. What 
a father he was; how open and communica- 
tive, how kind and condeſcending, how averſe 
from the ſternneſ. of authority, how indulgent 
under the guidance of judgment, the deep, 
heartfelt grief of his worthy offspring teſtifieth®. 
To his younger relatives, who ſtood in a more 
remote connection than his own children, he 
was, as it has been well expreſſed, the parent. 
Not that his goodneſs was confined to his fa- 
mily circle. As occaſions particularly offered, 
my recollection, with pleaſure, adverts, beſides 
cuſtomary acts of kindneſs, to the activity and 
generoſity, with which he entered into ſchemes 
of public , uſefulneſs, or ſervices of private 
friendſhip. Such manners and ſuch a temper 
are truly engaging. They win affection. They 
embalm the memory. They place religion in 
a beautiful and attractive point of view : and 
are expreſſive of the genius and ſpirit of that 
Mr. Jillard was twice married. His firſt wife, who died 
in chitdbirth, about a year after her marriage, was the eldeſt 
daughter of the eminent and reverend Dr. Stevenſon, of Bath. 
His ſecond was the only child of his predeceſſor, Mr Haſkoll, 


by whom he had the fon and daughter that ſoryive him, and 
who died March, 1795, aged ſixty-three. 
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Le i wiſdom which is 8 ;” of that goſpel, 
which is © the law of love.” Every virtue 
Hath its worth. The kind, beneficent, and 
relative virtues have their charms. All cha- 
raters have their defects and imperfections : 
but we are diſpoſed to forgive, where we have 
ſeen much to love. It is a conſolation, under 
the loſs of our friends to recollect what en- 
deared them to us. Where their characters 
diſplayed any branch of goodneſs, with pecu- 
liar advantage, on that it is uſeful to dwell ; to 
diſcern the nature and influence of true piety. 
Where their conduct pointed to heaven, there 
weare called to follow them. By example we 
are ſtimulated to every duty and virtue. By 
example the moral diſcipline of providence is 
carried on and advanced. The example of 
the good is inſtructive, whether exhibited in 
life, or called up to memory. We could with 
alſo to ſhow it in the laſt ſcenes : but the na- 
ture of diſeaſe ſometimes prevents our con- 
templating it under the approach of death. 
This was the caſe of our eſteemed and lamented 
friend. But, as if he anticipated the cloſe of 
his miniſtry, he was obſerved, previouſly to 
his being laid afide from its public dutics, to 
| . be 
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be more peculiarly animated in the performance 
of them. He intimated that he felt his plea- 
{ure to ariſe from them : he felt himſelf to be, 
when in his pulpit, in his proper element: 
and from ſhort hints left by his pen, it appears 
that he looked forward to his end, ſenſible of 
increaſing weakneſs and great depreſſion, with 
this only requeſt, that his death might be ac- 
companied with comfort. We now conſider 
him, with mournful reſpect and affection, as 
enjoying that reſt, after which he evidently 
panted, While we unfeignedly regret our 
own loſs, we congratulate his arrival at the 
haven of peace; his releaſe from the very af- 
flicting circumſtances, which preceded his diſ- 
ſolution, Comforted by the principles of the 
goſpel, we look forward to that time, when, 
according to the mercy of God, in which, as 
intervals of recollection and reflection per- 
mitted, he expreſſed his hope, we ſhall behold 
him riſing to a ſtate of happineſs and glory: 
exalted above the diſeaſes of mortality, above 
a conſtitutional timidity and apprehenſiveneſs 
of mind, above all propenſities unfavourable to 
an holy virtuous courſe, and above all the ter- 
tors and diſtreſſes of a diſturbed and deceived 
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Imagination. Ob! happy ſtate! Oh! glorious 


hour ! 

3. How earneftly, how devoutly is it to be 
- wiſhed, that we all may be found worthy of 
that reſurrection; worthy of the confolations 
which this fabje& ſuggeſts. To whom is 


death gain? To them, to whom to live hath 


been Chriſt. 

Here I am ſtopt, in my general addreſs, by 
teflecting that this melancholy occaſion points 
ont, particularly, to the members of this ſo- 
ciety, how they ſhould ſhow, under preſent 
circumſtances, their concern to live to Chriſt; 
or to advance his cauſe ; namely, by their 
unanimous and zealons endeavours to have the 
place of their deceaſed paſtor ſupplied. It 
was his wiſh, and his deſign, to have taken 
ſteps, that you might have been ſettled before 
he died, in an acceptable and worthy ſucceſſor: 
but the nature of his illneſs did not favour the 
proſecution of this purpoſe. What was lack- 
ing to his views may be compenſated by your 
exertions, Your own religious improvement 
will, by theſe means, be promoted. You will 
alſo ſerve the cauſe of chriſtian liberty and of 
the purer profeſſion of the goſpel, You will 
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aſſiſt the inhabitants of this village to a more 
full enjoyment of the opportunities of religious 
worſhip and edification than the eſtabliſhment 
hath. provided, You will thus give one proof, 
that it is your pious ambition to * live to 
«, Chriſt.” 18 8 

To this holy aim let me call all who now 
hear me. Let every one, who would find 
death to be his gain, be exhorted to live ac- 
cording to the chriſtian principles, and to the 
honour of Chriſt, his Maſter and Saviour. 
To the devout and benevolent, to the penitent, 
humble, holy, and zealous Chriſtian, and to 


him only, death carries a mild and pleafing 


aſpect, Till we are devoted to the love and 
ſervice of God in-Chriſt Jeſus; till we poſleſs 
the chriſtian character, we are and. ought to 
* be in a ſtate of bondage to the king of ter- 
© rors.” Without this, how can we be re- 
conciled to his approach, when it will be fol- 
lowed by the judgment? Without this, can 
death appear otherwiſe to our view than the 
meſſenger of juſtice, commiſſioned to conſign 
us over to the priſon of darkneſs, till the awful 
day of trial and vengeànce? The foundation 
for all comfortable, chearing thoughts, con- 
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cerning death, muſt be laid in the temper of 
| our minds; in our preparation to meet the 
events beyond it; to meet the judge, coming 
in the clouds, to render every man according. 
to his. works. Independently of the neceſſity 
of the caſe, our comfort, the tranquility of our 
minds in the event which unavoidably awaits 
us, ſhould invite us to follow that courſe of 
life, which will enable us to look forward to 
it, not as an enemy, but as a friend ; bringing 
benefits, immortal benefits with him, to be 
- ſet againſt the tranſient evils or pains which 
may attend his coming. Is it not highly de- 
firable, that we ſhould be able to reflect on 
our latter end with calmneſs ; more, ſo that 
our views of it ſhould produce comfort and 
Joy? | 
Let it, then, be our concern to hve to 
Chriſt. Let the love of God in him be the 
conſtraining, animating principle of our con- 
duct; his precepts, our rules; his glory, in 
the advancement of his cauſe, our object ; and 
the favour of God in him, our hope. A ſenſe 
of gratitude, as well as the conſiderations of 
neceſſity and comfort, "dictates this courſe. 
Such a lite is what we owe to that mercy. 


of 
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of God in Chriſt Jeſus, which hath ſent him 
with the words of eternal life ; which, by his 
goſpel, hath brought life and immortality to 
light, and by his reſurrection, begetting us to 
the hope of an everlaſting inheritance, hath 
{tript death of its terrors, changed our ſenti- 
ments on it, difarmed it of its ſting, converted 
it from a terrible evil into a real benefit, em- 
ployed not as the avenger of fin, but as the 
miniſter of peace. and falvation, deputed on 
purpoſes of benevolence, as well as wiſdom, to 
tranſmit us, from a ſcene of trial and danger, 
to a ſtate of reſt and ſecurity, to manſions 
eternal in the heavens, To the father of mer- 
cies, to the God and father of Chriſt Jeſus, 
who raiſed him up to effect theſe meaſures of 
peace and hope, and who will, finally, enable 
us to triumph over death, are our lives and 
hearts due. Ina word, to us to live, let it be 
to conform to the precepts and ſpirit, and to 
advance the cauſe, of pure chriſtianity. To 
theſe purpoſes live ye, drawn and animated by 
this motive, by this delightful, elevating 
thought, that DEATH Wil be your Gain, 
Amen, 
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Nror many months have elapfed, fince 
& Y ſome of us attended to pay the laſt offices 
of affection and reſpect to the memory of a 
pious miriſter, and worthy friend“: and there 
are thoſe here, who have not laid afide the 
garments of mourning aſſumed on that oc- 
caſion. We are now aſſembled to teſtify our 
ſympathy in the ſorrows of another afflicted 
family, and to drop the tears of affection at the 
grave of another valued and endeared friend, to 
whom alſo the providence of heaven had com- 
mitted the miniſtry of the goſpel. Thus, as 
we advance from one ſtage to another, in the 
Journey of life, and as our months paſs on, they 
are ſucceſſively marked with the trophies of 
death, and one beloved acquaintance after ano- 
ther is taken from us+ and leaves the number 
leſs of thoſe with whom we began life, and 


Rev. William Blake, of Crewkegne. 

+ Good God! How often are we 1» die, before we quit this 
ſtage. Ia every friend we loſe a part of ourſelves, and the belt 
part, God keep thoſe we have left. Pore, 
? | with 
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with whom we have enjoyed the endearments 
| olf love, or the communications of friendſhip. 
| This is the natural, though afflicting conſe- 
| quence of the law of mortality, reaching to 
every age, to every rank of men, and progreſ- 
fively furniſhing our experience with inſtances. 
of its power. This is a diſpenſation, which 
continually cauſes our wounds to bleed anew, 
1 afflicts every ſtage of life with ſorrow, exacts 
from us the tribute of tears, for having loved, 


and having been beloved, and leaves us at laſt 
ſolitary and forlorn, deprived of ho hoſe 
regard was the ſtay, whoſe r as the. 


ſolace of our days. 
Painful as is this diſpenſation, it hath its 
moral uſes, which ſhould diſpoſe us to acqui- 
eſce in the divine will, in which it originates. 
By theſe means ſympathy is kept alive and 
called into frequent exerciſe: the leſſons of 
mortality, which, amidſt life's gay and active 
ſcenes, we are apt to forget, are repeated to us 
in fad and ſolemn accents : we are not per- 
mitted to have it long out of our thoughts, 
that we muſt dig nay, the admonition is 
brought home to Cyery friendly band, to every 
domeſtic circle, to cyery heart, Every one, 
| in 
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in his turn, and at no long intervals, is called to 
viſit the houſe of mourning, and to lament his 
own ſhare in the ſorrows of mortality. 

It is a painful viſit that we pay to it, and it 
is a gloomy office to follow a neighbour, much 
more a friend dear to us, 2 relation beloved, 
to the grave. But it is good for us. It is a 
ſalutary reſtraint on the ardor of our deſires: 
it is a ſeaſonable interruption to the purſuits 
of avarice and ambition. In the houſe of 
mourning, the thoughtleſs become conſiderate, 
and the gay ſerious. At the grave, juſt 
thoughts on the vanity of wealth and greatneſs 
force themſelves on the mind. Here we ſee an 
end of all human perfection. What availeth 
here his wealth to the rich, or his might to 
the ſtrong? The adoration which beauty re- 
ceived? Or the preheminence which wiſdom 
or leatning gave? Here, how unmindful ſo- 
ever, amidſt other ſchemes, of which the grave 
teachethrus the vanity, we may have been of 
it, we learn that “ to fear God and to keep his 
«© commandments is the whole of man: 
his true end and great cheer Here the 


ſcoffer is taught to go home, t humble himſelf 


and pray. The vicious is taught to repent. 
| The 
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The pious is confirmed in his choice. Aud 
the virtuous: Chriſtian is taught to renew his 
vigour in working out his ſal vation, and in the 
ſervice of God and man. The beſt ſentiments, 
thoſe which calm reaſon approves, which un- 
corrupted conſcience would dictate, which di- 
vine revelation ſanctions, are taught us in the 
houſe of mourning, and at the grave. 

Death is an univerſal monitor, addreſſing 
every character, applying its leſſons to every 
conſcience. He is a powerful preacher, de- 

riving from every circumſtance, attendant on 
the execution of his miniſtry, energy to his 
ſacred leſſons. The diſappointments of hope, 
the parting pang, the long farewel, the bitter- 
neſs of grief, the ſolemnities of a funeral, the 
laſt look unto the grave, and ſettled ſorrow give 
this energy to his admonitions.. The fond 


remembrance of departed goodneſs, tho. recol- 


lection of the virtues which conciliated affec- 
tion and ſtamped a worth on character, aids the 

inſtructive impreſſion they leave on the heart. 
In theſe moms ts of awful forrow, the re- 
membrince of tifoſe virtues ĩs a ſoothing ſub- 
ject of reflection When the friend and rela- 
tive iswithdrawn from our converſe, and buried 
out 


( 47 } 


out of our ſight, we entertain and comfort our 
minds with the conſideration of the excel- 
lencies of temper and conduct he diſplayed. 
Wecherith the idea of them. We view them 
with higher eſteem, with more affectionate - 
pleaſure, than when they were exhibited in the 
living character. In theſe inftances doth death 
become a ſoothing monitor. He calls us to 
imitate thoſe who in the exerciſe of the chriſ- 
tian virtues, are gone before us in the path to 
heaven and glory. He ſuggeſts in this ad- 
monition grounds of confolation, and pours 
oil into the wounds he creates. 

Bleſſed be the God of comfort, the God 
and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, there is 
conſolation to be found even in the houſe of 
mourning. There are comforts to cheer us, 
while we walk with ſadneſs of heart to ſee our 
deceaſed friends depoſited in the grave. There 
are comforts ſuited to thoſe affecting, afflicting 
circumſtances. Comfort ſprings from the 
belief of a paternal providence, allotting to us 
our trials, directing the ſt hte of death, and 
preſiding over the power of BÞ king of terrors. 
There are comforts flowing fihm the happineſs 
we have enjoyed in our connection with thoſe 
who 
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who loved us, whom we loved, whoſe friend⸗ 
ſhip was dear to us, whoſe affection was the 
ſource of all our earthly bleſſings, and whoſe 
name will do us honour. It is a comfort to 
reflect, that we have been bleſſed in them, and 
by them: that God gave them to us to be our 
guardians and companions in the houſe of our 
pilgrimage; to be our aſſociates and patrons, 


as it were the angels of heaven, to miniſter to 


our joy and felicity. We adore with gratitude, 
the goodneſs which gave, while we bow with 
ſubmiſſion to the wiſdom that taketh away. 
But every other conſolation is improved 
and heightened, or rather perfected by the 
principles and hopes of the goſpel. Theſe 
teach us to look beyond the tomb: they in- 
ſtruct us to raiſe our eyes from the grave to 
heaven and immortality. Chriſtianity ſpeaketh 
to us in ſoft and gentle language, Our friend 
te is not dead, but {leepeth in Jeſus. His life 
«js hid with Chriſt in God, and when Chriſt, 
« who is our life, ſhall appear, he ſhall appear 
* with him in r $7.” We admit the aſſu- 
rance with coryifgyon : we embrace it with 
gladneſs. Tho xpectation it giveth us is ana- 
logous to whit we experience, There is a 
| con- 
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connection, a ſueceſſion of circumſtances avll | 
events through the whole courſe of providence. 
Our birth introduceth us into a life made up 
of different periods ; each following the other 
till they all appear to terminate in death, But 
here they do not really terminate. Death leads 
on to 4 new ſtate of being; to another birth, 
to an immortal birth. This is the hope of 
reaſon. This is the doctrine of revelation ; 
of that Jeſus, who had ' the words of eternal 
life, who roſe from the dead as the pledge 
of the reſurrection of his ſincere diſciples to 
eternal life; * becauſe he liveth; and they 
e ſhall live alſo.” \ 

Oh ! that the God of comfort may, in every 
ſeaſon of mourning, and on this occaſion of 
ſorrow, eſtabliſh our faith and enliven our hope! 
May the God, who brought again from the 
dead our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, bear us above our 
ſorrows, and aſſiſt us to anticipate, with the 
gladneſs of expectation, the morning of the 
reſurrection. Then death, the laſt enemy, ſhall 
be deſtroyed. Then the Ca Nian, whom we 
now leave in the grave, to m Ilder into duſt, 
ſhall riſe incorruptible and imrortal. ** Lift 
* np your heads, O ye mourning Chriſtians, 
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; to ſuryey more diſtinctly this delightful proſ- 
% pet, Ye, to whom the names of father, 
*«« paſtor, and friend are now ſounds of ſorrow- 


ful memorial, lift them up with joy: for 


the day of redemption from the grave will 
aſſuredly come. 

May it be a day of eternal redemption to 
you, to us all, as well as to our lamented 


ftiends. Not every one who nameth the 


% name of Chriſt,” will then awake to glory. 
Let every one be perſuaded to give all diligence 
to ſecare his own ſhate in the bleſſings and 
triutaphs of that day; cultivating. that faith 


in Chriſt, which worketh by love, and keepeth- 


the commandments, and following that * holi- 


* neſs, without which no man ſhall ſee the 


ce Lord“ with acceptance. Let us, men and 
brethren, © gird up the loins of our minds; 
and renew our reſolution and our watchfulneſs ; 


and ſo © hope to the end, for the grace that 


„ ſhall be brought unto us, at the revelation 


of our Lord ſeſus Chriſt:“ when, conſola- 


tory and joyful qope! he ſhall miniſter to all 
his faithful diſqifyes, can entrance abundantly 
ing 2 Amen. 
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